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Just some thoughts•.• Ventura may be out of the ring
Somewhere out there,
a noble and wise governor of Minnesota exists.
Jesse Ventura is not that
governor.
Several months ago I,
like many Americans,
was charmed by Ventura's
down-to-earth, lose-thepolitical-jargon persona
that he portrayed when
he began his race for the
governor's seat in Min- Bison editor
nesota. I found myself
quietly cheering on this former prowrestler as he created a bridge into the
political arena and preached issues that
truly seemed to matter to working class
people.
Sadly, I have found that myself and
so many Minnesotans may have been
wrong.

In a recent interview,
Ventura, in one fell swoop,
stated his acceptance for
the alleged sexual harassment in the Tailhook scandal, totalitarian rule and
the abandonment of all
organized religion (okay
so maybe he did not state
it in quite those terms, after all he is hailed ·as the
political king of plain English).
"It's good to be king.
The best thing is that there is no one in
this state who can tell me what to do,"
said Ventura in the Oct. 11, issue of
TIME magazine.
It seems that Ventura has forgotten
a few things. The state's courts, legislature and even the constitution itself,
act as balances to the limited power

Some things just never change:
traditions, memories unigue to Harding
Many institutions are
similar in campus, size,
programs and incoming
freshmen, but each institution has its own spirit
and traditions. Harding
University is no exception. Many of her activities and requirements are
relatively new, but she is
also steeped in tradition.
Traditions do not always remain. Times and
circumstances change
and so do traditions.
For instance, Harding used to have
classes on Saturdays and not on Mondays. This was designed to help
preaching students as they did not return until late Sunday night, as well as
to keep the girls out of downtown
Morrilton on Saturdays.
Each Monday night it was traditional to have a meeting for all students
in which young men received experiences as they spoke, led singing and
prayer. These traditions are no more.
Gone also is the annual May Fete, a
time when beautiful young ladies in
formal attire wound the maypole. A
queen and her court were chosen and
Spring was officially ushered in.
For many years, it was a tradition to
have the student body elect a Petit Jean
Queen for the annual. She presided in
chapel in an elaborate setting. Somehow this too has faded away.
"At Harding We Sing" was a motto
for decades. Whenever students gathered in the chow line, student center or
on the campus they sang. Harding students still love to sing, but it is not so
spontaneous today.
However, there are traditions that
have stood the test of time and change.
One is the Harding swing. It has always
been a place on a beautiful campus
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where individuals and
couples could study,
meditate, romance or
simply enjoy the great
outdoors. York College
and Lubbock Christian
University have copied
the swing for their students, and many alumni
have them at their homes.
Chapel is a wonderful
tradition that is as old as
Harding itself. Dating
back to 1924 it still remains a time when the entire student
body and faculty gather to worship
God. There are only a handful of institutions that still have a required
daily chapel.
Another tradition is the service of
social clubs. At first, they were literary societies within a few years, however, they became social in nature.
Friendship, fellowship and service
result as club members help one another and compete with other clubs.
From 1939 until1958, Harding had
no intercollegiate sports, so an excellent intramural program was developed and a very high percentage of
men and women participated. At first,
classes and intramural teams competed, but clubs replaced the classes.
Many faculty have students in their
homes and try to help them. They
believe in "En Loco Parentis" and try
to treat their students as they want
their own children to be treated.
Finally, is the tradition that every
undergraduate student takes a Bible
class each semester. It was so from the
beginning, as President J.N.
Armstrong felt that every student
should know God's word and be
guided by that word.
May God truly bless Harding as
she continues to walk with Him.

given to the governor of any state. He
also should not forget that there is another voice that can in fact tell Ventura
what to do - the voice of the populace
that placed him in the governor's office in the first place.
Ventura went on to say, "Organized
religion is a sham and a crutch for
weak-minded people who need
strength in numbers."
All of this comes from a man who
last summer acted as a referee for a prowrestling tournament after he refused
to acknowledge the state's farm crisis
with suffering agriculturalists, according to TIME.
Ventura has proven that Minnesotans, and all Americans, get exactly
what, or who, they vote for.
In his recent chapel speech, Chancellor Clifton Ganus Jr., stated the importance of earnest leaders for our

The cotnfort of discotnfort
Recently, I have spent most of my
time feeling uncomfortable.
It is October, and the afternoon
temperatures have been hitting the
high 80s. That makes me uncomfortable.
Donald Trump thinks
that he is qualified to
run for President. The
governor of a presumedly educated state
dismisses organized religion as a "crutch for
weak-minded individuals." For the last 20
years, Am.erica' s nuclear
secrets have been less secure than an eBay advertisement for Back Street
Boys concert tickets. That makes me
uncomfortable.
Members of New Kids on the Block
are making a comeback. I wish that
Jordan Knight would simply go away.
He makes me uncomfortable.
The St. Louis Rams are undefeated,
and an offense as pathetic as the
Philadelphia Eagles' can somehow
beat the Dallas Cowboys. That makes
me uncomfortable.
I am about to spend most of my
waking time signing pledge books.
That makes me uncomfortable.
I am a senior. I do not know where
I will be a year from today. That makes
me very uncomfortable.
Recently, I have spent most of my
time feeling uncomfortable.
To be perfectly honest, I would not
want it any other way.
I believe every Harding student
could admit they are in a state of
transformation and chaos. Freshman
are shaking off feelings of homesickness and are nervously wading
through their barrage of midterms.
Sophomores continue to adjust to
their positions as quasi-upperclassmen, but they feel too young to worry
about life after Harding. Juniors feel
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The Bison is a campus newspaper written, edited and largel y financed by students, seeking to provide high-quality journal·
istk discussion of issues of concern to the Harding community. It also serves as an educational tool for students, providing
practical experience to enhance ski lls learned in the cl.1ssroom. The Bison recognizes its responsibility to be accurate, fair and
objective in its reporting while uphnlding Christian ideals for which Hard ing University exists. Its attempts to serve as a forum
for student perspectives, welcoming letters to the editor which adhere to ethical and professional standards.

country when he said, "Character is not
just an issue for political candidates, it
is the issue."
I am not from Minnesota, and yet I
take it very personally that this governor seems oblivious to what his state
and this country needs in a leader. After an impeachment trial and nearly a
year of White House scandal, the country is tired of unnecessary political
drama.
As a relatively new governor,
Ventura, admittedly may not have yet
had the time to improve the state of
Minnesota or its government. As a new
character on the political stage, Ventura
likewis~ may not have had the experience to acquire a public presence.
However, based on his past performances, I would guess that he might
just be down for the count, in politics
that is. There is always wrestling.

the pressure from the Registrar's office
to declare a major, and they are perplexed because they realize their fun
loving college days are getting more
stressful. Seniors are scrambling to find
a graduate school or a job,
to get letters of recommendation or to pay off
their student loans. Every
situation in life presents
exciting challenges, but it
also produces inherent
tension that makes us feel
uncomfortable.
As much as we may
hope that God would remove these feelings of
ambiguity, I believe He
knows that these times are
good for us. Throughout scripture, God
used an individual's personal anguish
to further His cause.
Do you think Abraham felt comfortable leaving Ur? I am sure Jonah did
not find the stomach of a big fish relaxing. What about Paul? Which would
cause us more stress - failing the GRE
or being struck blind and told to change
our religious paradigm?
I think it is bad to be comfortable.
When we are comfortable, we quit
searching. We quit the hunt to reach our
academic potential and instead become academic slackers. We quit
searching for theological truth because
we assume we have it all figured out.
We quit searching for lost souls because
it would make us feel uncomfortable
to radically change our culture. We inevitably lose ground when we quit
searching.
Are you uncomfortable? Probably.
Doubt, uneasiness and anxiety are
constants in our lives. We will not eliminate these roadblocks from our lives
until we reach Heaven.
In the meantime, try to determine
how these feelings of discomfort may
help you (or someone else). Let's be uncomfortable.
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Nuclear energy is a safe power source
This increase in nuclear
Nuclear power plants
One would, however, have trouble
have been producing
energy production could denying that safety concerns exist
electricity in the United
be the result of a number of when it comes to nuclear power. In the
States for four decades
wake of such nuclear mishaps as Three
factors.
now, but nuclear power
Today, nuclear power Mile Island, Chernobyl and this
is not a thing of the past.
plants generate energy month's accident at Tokaimura, Japan,
Nuclear power is in demore efficiently than ever many are claiming that nuclear power
mand.
before, even though 60 is a horrendous hazard.
plants across the United
In the case of the 1979 Three Mile
There are currently
103 nuclear reactors,
States have been shut Island nuclear accident, a small central
where nuclear energy is
down in the past 20 years. Pennsylvania town looked on in horactually produced, oper- Casey Neese
Compared to coal, natu- ror as a reactor in the local nuclear plant
ating in this country, ac- Bison staff writer
ral gas and petroleum experienced a meltdown. .
But 20 years later, the residents of
cording to the March 19,
power plants, nuclear
issue of U.S. News & World Report. In plants use a minuscule amount of fuel. that Pennsylvania hamlet have seen no
terms of cost efficiency and fuel con- Nuclear reactors require
widespread ill effects of
sumption, nuclear power seems to be a small amount of urathe incident. Studies by
the way of the future; and as far as pol- nium to operate, and
Today, nuclear scientists from Columbia
lution is concerned, nuclear power is uranium is a cheap, plenUniversity and the Namuch more appealing than burning tiful resource, according power plants gen- tional Cancer Institute
to The New York Times.
fossil fuels to generate electricity.
erate power more found that the incident
caused no public health
Nuclear power is also safer than Because nuclear plants
efficiently than hazard,
according to U.S
ever. The United States regulates its use such a relatively
ever before, even News & World Report,
nuclear industry rigorously with strict small amount of fuel,
rules governing every aspect of nuclear nuclear power will bethough 60 plants March 19, 1999.
come an increasingly atpower production.
Nuclear power is
have been shut cheaper, cleaner and
Nuclear energy production has been tractive alternative as
on a steady increase, whereas the other natural resources
down across the more efficient than
amount of energy produced through begin to run out.
power generated by
United States.
some fossil fuels has declined. Since
Nuclear power plants
burning fossil fuels, and
with the world's stock1980, nuclear energy production has also create virtually no
piles of natural resources diminishing,
increased by 38 percent, while the pro- pollution.
In contrast, conventional power nuclear power may be one of the only
duction of energy by petroleum fueled
facilities has decreased by 75 percent, plants, such as coal burners, emit hun- options left. Nuclear power is not a new
according to the United States Depart- dreds of tons of pollution into the at- thing, but it is a promising source of
energy production for America.
ment of Energy.
mosphere every year.

Facing the Issues
Inspite of recent accidents, will nuclear ene1-gy be the power source of the future?

Nuclear power is not worth the risks
As we come closer to
embracing a new millennium, speculation is
growing concerning how
much fossil fuel we really
have left.
A recent study found
that we will deplete the
last of our fossil fuels in
30 years, according to the
National Power Committee.
In light of this study,
the search for a more efficient power source has resumed.
Nuclear power seems to be the answer,
but it is not worth the risk.
Recently, we have begun to feel the
wrath from unsafely handling nuclear
power, such as the Sept. 28, incident in
Tokaimura, Japan, the country's worstever nuclear mishap.
Workers were mixing uranium powder into a vat of nitric acid and poured
seven times too much uranium into the
solution, according to Oct. 11, issue of
U.S. News & World Report. This triggered a nuclear chain reaction that
brought Tokaimura to a screeching halt
as people evacuated the area or
huddled in their homes (U.S . News
&World Report).
All in all, the disaster exposed 55
people to heavy doses of radiation; of
those three still remain in critical condition, according to CNN. com.

Days after Japan's acci- power to parts of Nevada and Califordent, South Korea experi- nia.
Nuclear energy is not an option for
enced problems of their
our power supply because there is still
own.
On Oct. 5, in Seoul, 22 not a safe and efficient way to dispose
workers were exposed to of the toxic waste that a nuclear power
radiation poisoning from plant constantly produces.
This means that nuclear plants must
a heavy water leak during
routine maintenance on resort to waste-disposal tactics such as
the plants' cooling pump, "desert dumps" and "ocean dumps,"
according to CNN.com
according to the National Advisory
In light of these acci- Board on Nuclear Energy.
For some reason, these dumps just
dents, along with those
from the past, such as do not sound safe. I do not like the idea
Three Mile Island and Chernobyl, why of our oceans being contaminated with
would we possibly want to rely on uranium or nuclear by-products.
nuclear power, especially when there
Although nuclear energy can be
are a plethora of natural
profitable, this is one isresources that can be used Do those in posi- sue where the profit marfor energy?
gin is not the most imThere are already wind tions ofpower not portant thing.
power plants in opera- realize the harm
Our safety, our
tion, such as the Wintec
children's safety and prethat a major serving our environment
plants in California.
The Wintec power nuclear disaster with which we should be
plants produce enough could cause to hu- concerned.
energy to meet the needs
We have an obligation
of about 1 million people. manity and our to leave this place habitable, not obscured under
This constitutes 80 percent environment?
of the world's wind-genthe haze of nuclear winerated electricity, accordter.
No, this world may not be our pering to Wintec enterprises.
The Hoover Dam in Nevada pro- manent home, but it must do until
duces 5,768,414,091 kWh of electricity. Christ returns for us.
I, for one, intend to take care of this
Operating on 31.8 percent of its full
potential, the Hoover Dam supplies place leave it habitable for the future .
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Ju Go Ju celebrates 75th anniversary
By Justin Lacey
Bison staff writer
"Friends always friends."
Seventy-five years ago, a group
of female students adopted this
motto, along with the colors
purple and white, and the social
club known as Ju Go Ju was born.
Today, a group of female students continue to encourage each
other spiritually and socially as a
result of that decision.
Ju Go Ju will celebrate its 75th
anniversary, and its status as the
oldest women's club on campus,
tomorrow in the College Church
of Christ building after the conclusion of the football game. All
former and current members are
invited to the anniversary dinner
and reception. Prices for the dinner are: $15 for members, $10 for
spouses and $5 for children.
Current members will have the
opportunity to learn more about
Ju Go Ju's past as they enjoy a barbecue dinner with the women
who helped shape the club.
Those planning the event expect more than 200 women to attend, including a member of the
1934 pledge class.
The reception will focus
heavily on representing Ju Go Ju' s

Members of Ju Go Ju listen as club officers explain an upcoming function. Ju Go Ju will celebrate its 75th anniversary
and its position as the oldest women's club on campus after tomorrow's Homecoming football game.
history and the changes it has undergone through the eyes of those
who experienced it, according to
Anna Fink, president.
''I'm looking forward to visiting with the former members and

learning about their experiences
as participants in Ju Go Ju's history," Fink said.
A number of speeches that will
detail specific events that helped
make Ju Go Ju what it is today are

On your mark, get set, go
New women's club be_gins process ofgathering members, sponsors
By Amanda Bratcher
Bison staff writer
Harding University has welcomed a new women's social club
this year.
After one semester of planning
and organizing, Omega Lambda
Chi has officially begun it's service
and mission this semester as the
14th girls' club on campus.
The idea for the club surfaced
during the 1999 spring semester.
A group of girls decided they
would like to form a club whose
mission was "strongly God oriented and spiritually dedicated."
Omega Lambda Chi will not
have a pledge class this year due
to the newness of the club and the
fact that they are still working out
last minute details, such as club
sponsors.
Sponsors play a vital role in a
club, and obtaining them is a
lengthy process. The club is currently in the process of choosing
these key members.
"We hope to establish a lot of
really good friendships, which
won't be hard with this great
group of girls," Kelly Odell, senior
club president, said. "We plan and
hope to be good influences on all
those we touch now and in the
future."
It would take much planning
and many meetings before the
idea for a new club could come
full scale.
To begin the process, the girls
met with Peggy Huckeba, assistant dean of students, to discuss
their plans for the club and find
out exactly what steps they would
have to follow to get things
started.
The Student Services office requires a new club to have at least
five upper class members with
previous club experience.

planned for the event. Letters
written by former members detailing favorite moments and unforgettable experiences will also be
presented.
A slide show including photo-

graphs depicting club events dating back to the 1940s will help
those in attendance associate faces
with the club's history.
Among the rarely seen Ju Go
Ju memorabilia on display will be
a purple satin jacket featuring a
large white "cutie pie," a recognized symbol of the club, on the
back.
Planning for the event has been
going on for more than six
months, but members say that the
anticipation is building as the
scheduled date approaches.
"Now I will hear the stories behind the club's past from the
women who made them happen,"
Carrie Breeding, junior, said.
"It is an honor to be a member
of a club with a strong history and
value base," Megan Wiewora,
sophomore, said. ''I'm glad that I
can share in this exciting milestone."
Peggy Huckeba, assistant dean
of students, is one of many former
Ju Go Ju members looking forward to the anniversary celebration.
"It's always great to see clubs
enjoy a long, rich history with the
university," said Huckeba. "Ju Go
Juhas worked hard to stay true to
its origins."
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AUTO SALES
Budget priced cars,
trucks and vans
(Would also like to purchase quality
used vehicles from previous owners )

Terry Cromwell, owner

279-9090

700 W. Pleasure

Some diamonds
are gorgeous.
Photo by Ric Helms

Several students listen during an Omega Lambda Chi club meeting. The new
club officially began this year as Harding's 14th women's social club.
In addition, the girls were responsible for coming up with their
own club name, constitution, colors as well as other details that
make each club unique.
Word of the new club spread
across campus during the past semester and as a result, they have
started out a medium club with 43
members.
All the members come from
diverse backgrounds of music, art,
athletics and more, according to
Jamey Jones, a sophomore found-

ing member and club vice president.
The club was open to anyone
who had not found the right club
for them, and really wanted to be
a part of a group of girls whose
main emphasis was spiritual
growth.
"Our desire is to grow spiritually together and closer to each
other because of our love for God
and Jesus," said Dana Sloan, a
sophomore and the club's secretary.
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Featuring Junior Sizes As Well As A Complete Line
of Clothing & Accessories for the Mom-To-Be

278-4284

2109 Beebe Capps Expwy.
Behind Cinemagic

Some are- well,
visually challenged.
You'U find no challenges in our store.
]ust the gorgeous ones. Come see us.
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